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August 12: H.M Queen Sirikit’s Birthday, 
The Royal Ground (Sanam Luang) 

Bangkok
A triple celebration, today marks the 

Queen’s birthday, Mother’s Day and a 

national holiday that begins with an 

alms-giving ceremony outside the 

Royal Palace. Colourful flags, portraits 

and lights coat the city as music and 

cultural activities encourage people 

to conduct good deeds in honour of 

the ‘Mother of the Land’. Stay close 

to the palace in the evening and gaze 

at fireworks lighting up the night 

sky or witness the warmth of the 

candle-lighting ceremony. Contact the 

Organising Committee Office on 

 +66 2356 0051-2.

Throughout August: AMAZING THAILAND 
GRAND SALE, BANGKOK

The legendary Grand Sale is a sale that’s 

on a grand scale. You’ll snatch all 

the designer brands you’re after at a 

fraction of their usual price. Fortunately, 

the popular shopping districts are 

within walking distance of one another 

making it easy to scour the shelves for 

the best buys in Bangkok.  

www.tourismthailand.org

Throughout August: WAT PO, 
Rattanakosin, Bangkok

Thailand’s largest and oldest 

monastery houses the enormous, gold-

plated reclining Buddha. Chinese rock 

giants stand guard at the sheltered 

gates of the sacred quarter and tall 

spires of pagodas stand out with multi-

coloured mosaics as you walk through 

the complex open-air courtyards. As 

the centre of traditional Thai healing 

and medicine, massage courses are 

offered throughout the year. Put your 

feet up and appreciate the benefits 

of a foot massage while taking in the 

peaceful surroundings of its ancient 

architecture. www.watpho.com 

Thailand calendar

BBbuy
Snap up one of the few villas that are still on sale 

at The Estates Samui in tantalising Thailand

You’ll need to be quick as only a handful of 
the 14 villas in Laem Yai Bay remain up for 
sale. An exclusive private collection adjacent 
to the Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui, the 
stunning properties hover seductively above 
a private beach. ¶ Owned and developed by 
Minor International PLC, one of Thailand’s 
largest hospitality and leisure companies, 
The Estates Samui was recently recognised 
as the Best Development in Thailand and 
Best Development in Asia Pacific at the Asia 
Pacific Property Awards 2010.  Employing 
superior tropical hardwoods, traditional 
southern Thai meets contemporary luxury 
with a sunken dining pavilion, an impressive 
pool deck and a separate living area. A state-of-
the-art entertainment and home-management 
technology system being just some of the 
estate’s defining features. ¶ You’ll also gain 
access to a world of five-star services and 
facilities, courtesy of the Four Seasons, not 
to mention your own private housekeeper. 
¶ Ranging from two to four bedrooms, and 
US$3.2m to US$4.4m in price, there’s no better 
time to procure your perfect piece of paradise. 
www.theestates-samui.com 


